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David A. Lake is the Jerri-Ann and Gary E. Jacobs Professor of Social Sciences and Distinguished Professor 
in the Department of Political Science. After beginning his career at UCLA in 1983, Lake came to UC San 
Diego in 1992 as Professor and Research Director at the UC Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation 
(1992-1996, 2000-2001). Since then, he has served as Chair, Department of Political Science (2000-
2004), Member, Committee on Academic Personnel (2005-2006), Associate Dean of Social Sciences 
(2006-2015), Acting Dean of Social Sciences (2011-2012), Director, Yankelovitch Center for Social Science 
Research (2013-2015), and co-founder and co-Director, UCSD-Morehouse-Spelman Summer Research 
Program (2016-2021). In his profession, he has also been elected as President, American Political Science 
Association (2016-2017), President, International Studies Association (2010-2011), (founding) Chair, 
International Political Economy Society (2006-2013), and co-editor, International Organization (1997-
2001), the top-ranked journal in his field. 
 
A specialist in international relations, Lake is the author of five books and nearly 100 peer-reviewed 
articles and book chapters and co-editor of 12 additional volumes. His contributions to scholarship have 
been recognized by the UCSD Chancellor’s Associates Award for Excellence in Research in Humanities 
and Social Sciences (2013), election to the American Academic of Arts and Sciences (2006), a fellowship 
at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (2008-2009), a Career Achievement Award 
from the International Political Economy Society (2016), and a Distinguished Scholar Award from the 
International Studies Association (2022). He has also been Visiting Professor at Tsinghua University 
(China), the Peace Research Institute (Norway), and Uppsala University (Sweden).  
 
Lake has trained numerous graduate students, serving on over 88 dissertation committees. His 
mentorship has been recognized by the UCSD Chancellor’s Associates Award for Excellence in Graduate 
Education (2005), Community Award, UCSD Graduate Student Association (2010), and Outstanding 
Mentor Award, Society for Women in International Political Economy (2012).  
 


