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Eric Watkins is Professor in the Department of Philosophy and has affiliations with Science Studies, 
German Studies, and Revelle College. Hired at UCSD in 2001 as an Associate Professor, he specializes in 
Kant, early modern philosophy (Newton and Leibniz), and German Idealism. He has received fellowships 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities (twice), the National Science Foundation, and the 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. He has taught or conducted research at Virginia Tech, Yale, Notre 
Dame, and the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, Berlin. He was elected to the Kant-
Kommission of the Berlin Brandenburg Academy of Sciences (2012), awarded the book prize by the 
Journal of the History of Philosophy (for Kant and the Metaphysics of Causality, Cambridge University 
Press, 2005), and presented the Senate Distinguished Teaching Award from UCSD (2009-10). In terms of 
Senate service, he was a member and then Chair of the Graduate Council (2004-6, 2006-7), Vice-Chair 
and then Chair of CAP Arts (2007-8, 2008-9), and then one of UCSD's representatives to the UC 
Academic Assembly (2011-13). He currently serves as Director of Graduate Studies in the Department of 
Philosophy. 


