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November 22, 2016 [Revised] 

EARL W. EDWARDS 
Director of Athletics 
 
SUBJECT:  Review of the Proposal to Transition to NCAA Non-Football Division I Athletics 
 
Dear Director Edwards: 
 
The proposal to transition to NCAA Non-Football Division I Athletics was distributed for review by 
Senate standing committees and was also posted to the Academic Senate website for Senate faculty to 
provide input. The proposal was discussed by Senate Council at its meeting on November 21, 2016. 
Overall, Senate Council does not object to this proposal, but members have strong concerns regarding its 
impact on college affordability and admissions. While Senate Council respects the vote of the students, 
the issues raised below reflect our concern that this transition would further add to the financial burden 
of college education, particularly as the fees associated with this transition “shall be adjusted annually 
according to the California Consumer Price Index (CPI) and shall not exceed a 3% annual adjustment” 
in accordance with the student referendum ballot. 

Regarding affordability, reviewers felt that despite the claims that this proposal will be budget neutral to 
the campus, and despite the fact that a portion of the fees will be returned to student aid, it still appears 
that there will be students who may not be able to afford these fees – either in their entirety or the 
proportion not covered by the subsidy to students in need - and thus will be forced to shoulder additional 
debt. Senate Council urges careful monitoring of the impact of these fees on overall affordability of 
UCSD and further mitigate their impact through targeted fund raising. 
 
Regarding admissions, it was noted that the proposal does not appear to alter the existing procedure for 
reviewing and approving admissions guidelines for Intercollegiate Athletics. Currently, student athletes 
perform as well as, or better than the general student body. It is essential that UC San Diego maintains 
these standards and does not sacrifice their rigor. Hence the Senate will review the admission guidelines 
for Intercollegiate Athletics on a regular basis. 

Sincerely, 

 

Professor Kaustuv Roy 
Chair, Academic Senate 

cc:  F. Ackerman   P. Khosla 
A. Briggs Addo  C. Kristofco 
P. Cowhey   R. Rodriguez 
J. Gonzalez 


